Four-dimensional digital prediction of the esthetic outcome and digital implementation for rehabilitation in the esthetic zone.
A technique for 4-dimensional (4D) digital prediction of the outcome of esthetic dentistry for a virtual patient is presented. Static 3D images (which incorporate predicted precise dentition and facial soft tissue in different smiling positions) can be converted into dynamic 3D images by using 3D intraoral imaging, 3D face imaging, and various computer software programs. This strategy can improve the visual perception and quality of esthetic prediction. In addition, the predicted esthetic outcome can be implemented by replicating the contour and shape of digital wax patterns in the definitive ceramic restorations.